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the nice little military and diplomatic pedant, on the one
hand, and on the other, of good, vulgar Shafter's magnifi-
cent indifference to ethnic and diplomatic niceties!9 y

One further citation from Roosevelt's correspondence
relating to this period may properly be made here. When
in March, 1901, General Funston executed his brilliant feat
of capturing Aguinaldo, the leader of the Philippine insur-
gents, thus completing the American conquest of the Phil-
ippines, Eoosevelt wrote, on March 30,1901, a letter of con-
gratulation to Funston, in which he predicted a national
condition of unpreparedness which was strikingly like that
in which the country found itself when it was compelled to
declare war with Germany in 1917:

"This is no perfunctory or formal letter of congratula-
tion. I take pride in this crowning exploit' of a career filled
with cool courage, iron endurance and gallant daring, be-
cause you have added your name to the honor roll of Amer-
ican worthies. Your feat will rank with Gushing's when
he sank the Albemarle. Otherwise, I cannot recall any
single feat in our history which can compare with it.

"Our people as a whole are unquestionably very short-
sighted about making (war) preparations. Under such cir-
cumstances it is always possible that we may find ourselves
pitted against a big military power where we shall need to
develop fighting material at the very outset, and then I
am one of many millions who would look with confidence
to what you would do. Incidentally, if that day is not too
far distant, I shall hope to be serving under or alongside
of you. I think I could raise at once a brigade of three or
four such regiments as I commanded at Santiago."

As Colonel Roosevelt's active participation in the war
with Spain has been set forth by himself in his ' Autobiog-
raphy' and in his book, 'The Bough Riders,' no account
of it is included in the present narrative.